Kite Making Activity Sheet

s o . Follow the
Matariki Kites instructions on
the back to make
Kites have played an important partin Maori culture your own kite!
foralongtime, especially during the winter when
they are flown to celebrate the start of Matariki, the
Maori New Year.

The Maori kite can be called manu tukutuku (manu
meaning either kite or bird) or pakau, which means
bird wing.

Maori flew kites for fun and to communicate, but
they were also used as a way to connect with those
that have passed on (died) as, according to custom,
they fly close to the stars.

Go Fly a Kite!

Why would an air force pilot need a kite?

During World War 2, kites were used by air
force pilots in life rafts after being shot
down by an enemy. Can you guess why?

A box kite was used to lift 260 feet (80m) of
stainless-steel wire antenna (aerial for a radio) as
a flying line. This antenna was connected to a radio
called a Gibson Girl. The pilot, who needed rescuing,
would launch the box kite and then try and call for
help on the radio. The radio would only transmit
(send a signal), which means that you couldn't

listen to anything onit. In fact, it could automatically
transmit an SOS (save our souls) signalin Morse
Code. The Gibson Girl radios, together with its box
kite antenna, saved the lives of many airmen during
World War 2.
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